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INDUSTRIAL CORPORATE
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
An Indian Perspective

C.M. Jariwala™

I Introduction

The subject of industrial corporate environmental responsibility has yet to attract a
serious attention of law academics, industries, and public in general. Except a few
industries, rest of them is concerned to get maximum profit, and appease the
stakeholders who the corporates consider as their prime responsibility. Further in
order to enjoy the fruits of industrial development, the government and people, in
general, hardly respond to the enforcement of the responsibilities. This has given a lee-
way to the industries and has caused irreparable damage to the Indian environment.
Furthermore, the industrial environmental law has yet to be added as a separate
subject in the law curriculum and the faculty expertise has to be developed in this area.
The present subject therefore has yet to gain the ground. An attempt has been made in
this paper so that the environmental law scholars may exploit this barren Jand.

There are conflicting claims and interests on the issue of industrial corporate
environmental responsibility. On the one hand, the corporate houses, in order to
maintain their credibility in the market, have to concentrate on the industrial process to
get substantial return. Furthermore, India’s effort to become a leading world power has
geared up industrialization at the cost of environment. On the other hand, the
industrial houses are saddled with three important responsibilities: (i) the international
obligations; (ii) the constitutional fundamental obligation and duty; and (iii) the
responsibilities imposed under different laws, rules and government orders and
notifications. Thus the corporate houses remain in a confused situation. In order to
know the real position, it becomes necessary to answer certain questions. What are the
responsibilities of the industrial houses? How far these responsibilities secure
industrial corporate environmental-friendly action? Have they internalized in their
conduct the responsibilities so that a holistic approach is adopted? If not, what are the
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